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and fitting up the chapel in Russell Court," said performance to be given "with singing by Mr. Hughes, and entertainment of dancing by Monsieur Cherier, Miss Lambro his scholar, and Mr. Evans. Boxes, 53.; pit, 33.; gallery, 2S. ; upper gallery, is." Here was an ideal union of church and stage with a vengeance, the one being served by the other, and the whole thing done to the secular accompaniment of singing and dancing. For an instant the town was scandalised, but Defoe, that perturbed spirit for whom there was no such word as rest, saw the humour of the situation.
"Hard times, gentlemen, hard times these are indeed with the Church/7 he informs the promoters of this ecclesiastical benefit, "to send her to the playhouse to gather pew-money. For shame, gentlemen ! go to the Church and pay your money there, and never let the playhouse have such a claim to its establishment as to say the Church is beholden to
her.....Can our Church be in danger ?    How is
it possible ?    The whole nation is solicitous and at work for her safety and prosperity.   The Parliament address, the Queen consults, the Ministry execute, the Armies fight, and all for the Church ;  but at home we have other heroes that act for the Church.  Peggy Hughes sings, Monsieur Ramandon plays, Miss Sant-low dances, Monsieur Cherier teaches, and all for the Church.   Here's heavenly doings! here's harmony!" "In short," concludes the author of "Robinson Crusoe,"  " the   observations  on this most preposterous piece  of Church work  are  so   many, they